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Summary 

Students will explore the concept 

that all living things have a repeat-

ing cycle of life. Life cycles of native 

Georgia animals are compared and 

contrasted. Plant life cycles are ob-

served through exploration of na-

ture. 

Objective 

Students will understand that there 

are different stages within the life 

cycles of native plants and animals. 

Students will compare and contrast 

the life cycles of organisms. 
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Essential Questions 

 When reviewing Life Cycles, pose questions that help students realize differences in life patterns: 

 -How is a human’s life cycle different from a frog’s life cycle? 

 -Why do baby mammals stay with their mothers? 

 -Describe a butterfly’s life cycle from beginning to end.   

 -How does a tree reproduce? 

          - What are animals” roles in the life cycles of plants? 

Open ended questions: 

 -How would our lives be different if we went through metamorphosis? 

 -What would happen to an animal population if they did not reproduce? 

 

Vocabulary 

 Life Cycle— The successive stages through which an organism passes from a fertilized egg (or spore) 

of one generation to a fertilized egg (or spore) of the next generation  

 Metamorphosis—A series of developmental stages often marked by body changes  

 Fungus—Organisms which lack chlorophyll and vascular tissue and range in form from a single cell 

to a body mass of branched filamentous hyphae that often produce specialized fruiting bodies 

 

Pre-Visit Activities 

 Read from the suggested reading list. Have students act out the various life stages that you discover! 

  

 Explore Your School Property Observe nature and look for plants and trees in different stages of 

their life cycles.  Have students look for different kinds of seeds (acorns, hickory nuts, sweetgum 

balls, burrs, etc), fruits, flowers, and sketch what they observe. 

 

 Caterpillar to Butterfly A LIVE learning experience! Host a caterpillar in your classroom and allow 

students to observe it’s metamorphosis. How to information can be found at: http://

www.butterflyschool.org/teacher/raising.html 

http://www.butterflyschool.org/teacher/raising.html
http://www.butterflyschool.org/teacher/raising.html
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Post-Visit Activities 

 Review the major concepts and vocabulary 

 ∙ What types of animals go through metamorphosis?   

 ∙ Describe a tree’s life cycle and how it grows. 

 ∙ How is a plant’s life cycle different from an animal’s life cycle? 

 ∙ What happens to plants and animals after they die? 

 

 Life Cycle Mobile Have students construct a simple mobile out of paper plates, yarn, construc-

tion paper, and any other desired materials.  Simply draw a spiral on a paper plate starting 

from the edge of the plate and ending at the center.  Tell students to cut along the spiral line.  

Students may then color, paint, or glitter their plate.  Next, instruct the students to pick an ani-

mal that goes through metamorphosis and draw that animal at each stage of its life on con-

struction paper.  For example, for a butterfly, make an egg, a caterpillar, a chrysalis or cocoon, 

and finally an adult butterfly.  After they are done embellishing their critters, use a hole punch  

to make one hole at the top of every item they made.  You will also need to make a corre-

sponding hole for each item on the paper plate.  Provide students with several lengths of yarn 

and allow them to tie their critters to their mobile.  Finally, punch a hole in the very center of 

the plate and attach one long piece of yarn to it.  The mobiles can now be suspended around 

the classroom. 

  

 Life Cycle Skits Break your class into small groups of 3-5 students and give them an allotted 

period of time each day for a week to create and rehearse a short skit about a life cycle.  Tell 

them their goal is to portray at least one animal’s life from beginning to end, but they may 

choose whatever animal they want and they should be as creative as possible.  At the end of 

the week allow the students to perform their skits in front of the class with any props they 

need, and let the rest of the class guess what life cycle their peers have acted out. 

 

Suggesting Reading  

Animal Life Cycles: Growing and Changing by Bobbie Kalman 

Animal Life Cycles by Jo Ellen Moore 

Animal Builders (Cyles of Life) by David Evelyn Stewart 

From Little Acorns:  A First Look at the Life Cycle of a Tree by Sam Godwin 

Insect Metamorphosis: From Egg to Adult by Nancy Goor 

It’s a Frog’s Life: My Story of Life in a Pond by Steve Parker 

Life Cycle of Reptiles—From Egg to Adult by Mike Unwin  

 

Suggested Websites  

http://www.teachersdomain.org/resource/tdc02.sci.life.stru.sockseeds/ 

http://teams.lacoe.edu/documentation/classrooms/judi/life/activities/cycles/life_cycles.html 

http://www.brainpopjr.com/science/plants/plantlifecycle/ 

http://www.vtaide.com/png/assess.htm 

http://www.teachersdomain.org/resource/tdc02.sci.life.stru.sockseeds/
http://teams.lacoe.edu/documentation/classrooms/judi/life/activities/cycles/life_cycles.html
http://www.brainpopjr.com/science/plants/plantlifecycle/
http://www.vtaide.com/png/assess.htm


Further Investigations! 

Explore your Life Cycle! 

Humans, like all mammals, do not go through 

metamorphosis, but they still have a life cycle. 

Think about your life cycle—where you came from 

and where you will go! How do you look? How do you  

feel? How will you change? Write about your life cycle in the  

spaces given and illustrate your story. 

 

 

Baby (Ages 0-1) 

Infant (Ages 1-4) 



Further Investigations! 

Child (Ages 5-18) 

Adolescent (Ages 13-18) 

Adult (Ages 19 and up) 


